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On 2 June 2020, 
the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, General 
Mark Milley, sent 
a memo to the 
heads of each 
branch of the ser-

vice.  It was a reminder that every 
member of the U.S. military swears 
an oath to support and defend the 
Constitution. The memo was in re-
sponse to, and anticipation of, civil 
unrest and the proper role of the 
active duty military in such circum-
stances.  Mark Esper, then Secretary 
of Defense, agreed with Milleyõs 
position.  Esper went on to say that 
he opposed any deployment of active 
duty troops to quell civil protests in 
the U.S.  That differed from the 
Presidentõs position.  

General Milley has been no stranger 
to controversy during his tenure as 
Joint Chiefs Chairman.  However, 
by citing the Constitution, he was on 
solid ground.  U.S. active duty mili-
tary swear an oath to support and 
defend the Constitution and that 
oath makes no mention of obeying 
the orders of the U.S. President, 
although the Constitution creates the 
President as Commander in Chief of 
the active duty military. 

In the drafting stages of our Consti-
tution, James Madison was our fore-
most expert on the form of govern-
ment that had been instituted 
through history.  He and Thomas 
Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton, 

Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of earth 
And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings 

Sunward I have climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth 
of sun split clouds, and done a hundred things 

You have not dreamed of- 
wheeled and soared and swung 

high in the sunlight silence. 
Hovering there, 

Iõve chased the shouting wind along, 
and flung 

my eager craft through footless halls of air. 
Up, up the long, delirious, burning blue 
Iõve topped the winds swept heights 

and with easy grace 
where never lark or even eagle flew, 
and, while with silent lifting mind, 

I have trod the high 
un-trespassed sanctity of space, 

Put out my hand 
and touched the face of God. 

IN MEMORIAM  
Brigadier General Scott Paul Van Cleef, USAF Retired 

21 February 1950~18 July 2021 
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with help from others of the Founding Fathers, worked tirelessly in writing and rewriting a 
document that all those at the Constitutional Convention would sign onto. 

An aside.  If you get the chance, visit Madisonõs home at Montpelier.  You can stand in the 
room where the document that defines the U.S. was drafted and redrafted as you are sur-
rounded by Madisonõs library of reference books where the history of government through the 
ages was recorded and available to our Constitutionõs primary creator. Madison chose what he 
believed to be the best parts of the governments defined in those books. Monarchies were vul-
nerable to numerous maladies, including the madness of the monarch, as had colored the his-
tory of this nation the founders were trying to create. George Washington feared a government 
controlled by the military, as well as the danger of a ruling dynasty and other forms of authori-
tarian government.  All of the founders knew the strengths and weaknesses of a democracy yet 
believed there was no other form of government so strongly proposed to vest the governing 
power in the hands of the governed. 

A military arm of government is not a democratic organization.  The troops do not vote to start 
a war or end a war.  They are clearly obligated to obey the lawful orders of the officers above 
them.  Our military history is replete with well-known incidents in which individual officers 
lost that perspective. 

Benedict Arnold was an early example.  Robert E. Lee and other U.S military officers violated 
their oaths to the United States in the Civil War.  Patton was moved to the sidelines by General 
Eisenhower for slapping a soldier during WWII.  General MacArthur wanted to exceed the au-
thority given to him in Korea and was fired.  More recently, the CO of the USS Theodore Roo-
sevelt, whose crew became infected with the coronavirus, was relieved for going around the 
chain of command.  And last month, a Marine battalion commander was sacked for criticizing 
military leadership. 

From what impulses did these officers act?  Idealism?  Ambition?  Hubris?  Ego?  Overconfi-
dence?  It does not matter.  Whatever the impulse or reason, there is little latitude for accept-
ing it.  An oath is an oath. 

The first military oath in the history of this nation occurred even before the Constitution was 
adopted.  That oath was to defend the colonies from King George III.  After 1789, the oath 
was, and remains, to support and defend the Constitution.  Our Constitution includes numer-
ous references regarding the military, including the statement that the President is the Com-
mander in Chief and a delineation of Congressional roles in regulating and disciplining the mili-
tary.  The chain of command may be clear but the right decision in challenging, difficult circum-
stances is not always easy.  Yet we have been able to make it work and survived as a democratic 
nation for 250 years. 
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VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC I NSTITUTE AND STATE UNIVERSITY  

UNITED STATES ARMY ROTC HALL OF FAME 

2021 HALL OF FAME I NDUCTEE COL ROBERT BOBó ARCHER, USA (RET) 

The 2021 Hall of Fame inductee is Colonel Robert òBobó Archer, USA (Ret). A 1969 Distinguished Military Graduate, Col. 
(R) Robert òBobõ Archer was commissioned into the Adjutant General Corps of the U.S. Army.  His initial assignment was with 

the 82nd Airborne Division. He served in the Division HQ in the Administrative Services 
Division and, in addition to other duties, served as the Division Top Secret Control Officer. 
Later, he served in the Personnel Services Division, which manages all personnel records 
and actions for the Division. Between jumping from perfectly good aircraft, participating in 
joint service exercises, and taking part in two national civil disturbances, his experience was 
varied and prepared him for future military and civilian careers.  Archer deployed to Viet-
nam in October 1971 and served as platoon leader and executive officer for the 544th Re-
placement Company, 22nd Replacement Battalion, Cam Ranh Bay, Vietnam until 1972. It 
was a serious and sobering experience, where he witnessed the impact on young Soldiers 
who were thrown into a war for 12 months with little unit integrity. In 1973, Archer left 
active duty and entered service with the U.S. Army Reserve, serving as Assistant Adjutant 
and Public Affairs Officer for the 2174th U.S. Army Garrison (U.S. Army Reserve Center), 
Salem, Virginia. The unitõs mission was to, when mobilized due to emergency, activate Fort 
Pickett located in Blackstone, Virginia in preparation for receiving new Soldiers for training. 
In 1983, Archer transferred to the Selective Service System which is a òstand-aloneó agency 
that reports directly to the President of the United States. The primary mission of this 
agency is to register all 18-year-old males and conduct a fair and equitable draft in the event 
of a manpower need by the military due to a national emergency. Archer served in several 
positions with the Selective Service System, including Commander of Selective Service Sys-
tem Detachment 2-15. Although the mission was administrative in nature, it was and is criti-

cal to our nationõs safety and readiness in the event of a national emergency.  During his service, Archer attained the rank of colo-
nel. In 1999, he retired from the U.S. Army Reserves and the Selective Service System after 30 years of military service. 
 
The ROTC Hall of Fame was established in 2016 as part of the ROTC Centennial celebration. The first class (2016) inducted326 
former ROTC Cadetswho had distinguished themselves in their military or civilian career.  The Hall of Fame honors graduates of 
the Army Reserve Officersõ Training Corps who have distinguished themselves in military or civilian pursuits. It provides a pres-
tigious and tangible means of recognizing and honoring Army ROTC Alumni who have made lasting, significant contributions to 
the Nation, the Army and the history and traditions of the Army ROTC Program. 

2303 Williamson Road, NE 
Roanoke, VA 24014 



 

 

 

COL Jamie Cogbill was commissioned as an ROTC Distinguished Military Graduate from Georgetown University in May 1997. 
After completing the Military Intelligence (MI) Officer Basic Course, his first assignment was with the 1st Infantry Division in 

Germany. While there, he served as Assistant S2 for the 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry Regiment in 
Schweinfurt and during the battalionõs 1998 deployment to Macedonia as part of the United Na-
tions Preventive Deployment. He later served as Platoon Leader and Company Executive Officer 
in the 101st MI Battalion in Wurzburg, Germany, and deployed to Kosovo as part of Task Force 
Falcon in 1999. 
 
Following attendance at the MI Captains Career Course, the Combined Arms and Services Staff 
School, and the Signals Intelligence Officer Course, COL Cogbill was assigned to the 319th MI 
Battalion at Fort Bragg, North Carolina as Assistant S3. In 2002 he deployed to Bagram, Afghani-
stan and served as Collection Manager for Combined Joint Task Force 180. He was later assigned 
as Battalion S4 then Company Commander for Headquarters Company, 319th MI Battalion. COL 
Cogbill deployed with his company to Iraq from 2004 to 2005 and was then assigned as Plans Offi-
cer for the 525th MI Brigade. 
 

From 2006 to 2009, COL Cogbill served as a Joint Chiefs of Staff Intern, earning a Masterõs in Policy Management from George-
town University followed by 2 years at the Pentagon. While there he served as a Military Assistant to the Department of Defense 
Executive Secretary and later as Chief of Biometrics for the Army G2. 
 
After the Pentagon, COL Cogbill attended Command and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. In July 2010, he 
was assigned to the 66th MI Brigade in Wiesbaden, Germany as Analysis and Control Element Chief and later as Executive Offi-
cer for the 24th MI Battalion. From 2012 to 2013, he deployed to Afghanistan with V Corps, where he served as Deputy Chief, 
CJ2 Operations, for ISAF Joint Command in Kabul. 
 
In July 2013, COL Cogbill served as the G2 for the Brigade Modernization Command at Fort Bliss, Texas, where he developed 
the intelligence architecture and threat scenario for operational tests of Army mission command systems, including the Distrib-
uted Common Ground System-Army. 
 
From 2013 to 2015 he served as Commander of 205th MI Battalion at Fort Shafter, Hawaii, where he was responsible for provid-
ing intelligence analysis and production, counterintelligence, and human intelligence in support of U.S. Army Pacific. 
From 2017 to 2018 COL Cogbill served as Deputy G2 of XVIII Airborne Corps at Fort Bragg where he supported the Corpsõ 
worldwide contingency missions and planning. From 2018 to 2019, he completed his U.S. Army War College Fellowship at 
Duke University where he won first place in the CJCS National Strategy Essay Competition for his article focused on Morocco as 
exemplar for the U.S. National Counterterrorism Strategy. 
 
Most recently COL Cogbill deployed to Afghanistan where he served for a year in the headquarters of the Resolute Support Mis-
sion as Director of Intelligence Operations. 
 
His awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal, Defense Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters, the 
Meritorious Service Medal with five oak leaf clusters, the Joint Service Commendation Medal, and the Senior Parachutist Badge, 
among others. 
 
COL Cogbill has been married for 23 years to the former Carrie Snider of Richmond, Virginia, and they have two sons, Alex 

(age 18) and Will (age 13). 
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THE MILITARYFAMILY SUPPORT CENTER.   
Our military service members represent only one percent of our population, but they carry the responsibility of protecting our 
entire country. But they do not do it alone. Their spouses, children, parents and other members of their family share in the duty 
and sacrifice of serving our country. We provide support for all of our remote military service men and women and their fami-
lies. Many families are unfamiliar with where they can find information, due to the limited resources available at local military 
armories and reserve centers. This is where we bridge the gap by providing a place for service-specific military and general civil-
ian information. We need your support both financially and as a volunteer.  We are located at 1215 McNeil Drive SW Roanoke, 
Virginia 24014.  Phone: (540) 983-1766.  Facebook - Military Family Support Center @milfamily.org.   
Contact: awilliams@milfamily.org  

BRAIN INJURY SERVICES OF SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA 
APPRECIATION EVENT CELEBRATING VETERANS,  
BRAIN INJURY SURVIVORS AND THEIR FAMILIES 

On Friday 27 August 2021 members of the Southwest Virginia Chapter were on the Host Committee and participated in an        
appreciation event at the Salem Memorial Baseball Stadium honoring veterans, brain injury survivors and their families. The price 
of admission included a game ticket, unlimited food buffet of ballpark eats (burgers & dogs etc) and open bar with soft drinks.  

Guest speaker Nathaniel L. Bishop, DMin 
Chief Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 

Officer for Carilion Clinic 

Guest Speaker Dave Trinkle, MD 

Associate Dean for Community and  

Culture at VTCSOM 

Mrs. Joan Washburn 
Event Coordinator 

Attorney General Mark Herring 
CDR Lee Ensley, USN (Ret) 

Welcoming entrance to Salem Memorial  
Baseball Stadium 

Chapter members on the Host Committee: MGEN Jim Archer; LTC Dan Karnes; 
COL Tom Dalzell; LTC Steve & Brenda Jamison; LTC Robert Habermann; COL Bob 
Archer; CDR Lee Ensley; CDR David Points; CDR Michael Leigh 
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